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OCTOBER THOUGHTS:
“October’s the month
When the smallest breeze
Gives us a shower
Of autumn leaves.
Bonfires and pumpkins,
Leaves sailing down –
October is red
And golden and brown.
~ Can Teach Songs ~

SEPTEMBER MEETING:
Delicious! The ice cream social with Toots ice cream was a wonderful way to start off the 2011-2012
year at Cumberland Historical Society. Some interesting hats showed up: both of our Evie Thurstons
came fully armed ~ Evelyn Frye Thurston donned a golfing hat, and Evelyn Thurston wore a floppy
brimmed chapeau ala 1930’s. David Thurston, of course, wore another one of his dapper bowties. That
was totally not out of uniform for him. We briefly learned the history of the Toots business, heard some
fun facts and trivia about ice cream in general, and then went about making our own sundaes with a
cookie or two to go along with them. The meeting and greeting rounded out the evening.
CUMBERLAND FAIR:
Diana Copp worked hard and created a filled-up schedule for the table that Cumberland Historical
Society manned at the Farm Museum at the Fair. We thank her very much for that, and thank also the
folks who sat at the table and greeted the visitors to the Museum. Betty Winslow is the coordinator for
the historical societies at the Museum, and saw an increase in participation this year from last year. Lyle
Merrifield, the Museum Superintendent, and Pat Larrabee, his assistant, initiated the idea last year. One
final thank-you goes to Evelyn Frye Thurston, who donated a bunch of handmade doilies and a pair of
ceramic birds to sell at the table. They were all sold, along with the items from the Society itself. Those
things, a few memberships, meeting with a couple of other historical societies, and some donations,
made the week a social and profitable one. The most important thing was the exposure that we got;
lots of people are now aware that the Cumberland Historical Society does exist. Once again, a great big
thank you to all who were able to participate, and to Superintendent Lyle Merrifield for inviting all the
historical societies to have tables there. By the way, did you get to see that enormous carrier with the
GIGANTIC mast pole that has been on display at the Museum? It belongs to the Tate House, but
Cumberland Fair was allowed to use it for a display for a while. Drive through the Fairgrounds and take a
look at it. It is amazing.

NEW MEMBERS:
We welcome Barbara Burnell Thompson and her sister, Jean Burnell Crawford. They are a part of “the
depot gang” who grew up on Longwoods Road near the railroad crossing. They have wonderfully fond
memories of living in that area, and growing up with the Coreys, the Bolducs, the Oultons, and the
Arbos. Baseball games in the depot yard were a big part of their lives.
SECOND GRADE HISTORIC WALKS:
The walks with the second grades at Mabel I. Wilson School started Thursday, October 6 th. There are
nine classes in all to walk, and one class a day does the tour, so the next couple of weeks will be busy.
These kiddos, their teachers, and the parents who chaperone, are enthusiastic and all of them ask lots of
questions. That’s a good thing! Research has had to be done in the past to answer some of these
questions. If anyone of the members would like to join us on this 1 ½ -2 hour walk, please feel free to do
so. But, sadly, sadly, oh so sadly, part of the walks and talks will be gone starting Monday, October 17 th.
The back shed structure behind the house on the corner of Tuttle Road and Main Street, what we know
as the Dr. Hansen office, will be razed. We “old timers” remember it as the Arthur Blanchard place. The
building is at a stage where reconstruction is out of the question, and the new owners want to keep the
area safe. This building to be torn down was the stables and stagecoach barn when the main building
was a tavern. It has been a great source of history for the town. The house, which was the Prince Tavern
in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, will be renovated. The second grade walks will, for the safety of all
who will be participating, now go from Wilson School to theeast side of E. K. Sweetser School, then up to
Greely High School, Main Street, the cemetery, and finally to the Historical Society. We will avoid Tuttle
Road until the razing is complete.
SYMPATHY:
Our dear good friend, Everett Strout, passed away in September. Cumberland Historical Society officers,
and members extend sincere sympathy to his family, and to fellow member Gundi, who was his
companion of the past few years. Contributions in his memory are being made to the Cumberland
Historical Society, and we thank his son, Allen and his family for that kindness. Everett was the big push
behind the acquisition of the three large rocks on the Historical Society front lawn to protect that little
patch from being dug up by the winter snow plowing. His gentle little chuckle and wry sense of humor
will be very much missed.
CONGRATULATIONS:
To member Leanne Brainerd and her husband, mark, on becoming grandparents again with the arrival of
Jameson Morse Barinerd.

SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS:
Andrew Hunter is on the Dean’s list at Tufts. Congratulations!

LEIGHTON TAVERN:
We had a chance this summer to meet with two sisters who grew up in the Leighton tavern on Gray
Road. They, and other family members in tow, also visited the tavern, now a private residence on Ledge
Road. The owner of the home invited them in to see it, and they showed her where they were born, that
room now being an office. These ladies were Roberta Monson O’Donnell and Beverly Monson Couse
with Roberta’s daughter, Rebecca O’Donnell Hauge. They provided us with good information about the
area between Leighton tavern and what is now Copp Motors. There were lots of kids in the …..a “yours,
mine and ours” situation. The land eventually went to different brothers who built houses between the
tavern and the corner of Skillin Road and Route 100. All the sons served their country in the military. Al
the children went to school at the Shawtown School on range Road with Ruth Burnell as their teacher,
and then to Gurney School on Bruce Hill Road towards Valley Road. That building still stands and is now
a private residence. The Shawtown School is now J Brothers Variety Store on Gray Road.
ACQUISITIONS:
From Bob and Margaret (Bolduc)Leighton, pictures of their wedding and of her parents, Eddie and Marie
Bolduc. Margaret agreed that her mother’ picture should be in the Veterans’ album at the Historical
Society because she(Marie) worked at the South Portland shipyards as a riveter during WWII. We had
our very own “Rosie the Riveter” here in Cumberland during that time. Eddie did his wartime duties as
track foreman by keeping the Maine Central Railroad running smoothly. These photos will be in the
Veterans’ and wedding albums for viewing.
Evelyn Frye Thurston donated a May 21, 1953 newsletter published New England Telephone &
Telegraph Company entitled Maine Lines. In it is a picture of the telephone operators stationed at the
Cumberland office. Those ladies were Nancy Slusser, Margaret Small, Beatrice Frye, Doris Wilson, R.
Smith, J. Fiske, Evelyn (Frye)Thurston, and M. Johnson. An article included with the photo tells about
dial service coming to Cumberland. Big news at the time. Evelyn also donated a brochure on Greely
Institute 1939-1940 featuring a photo and description on front of the “new” Gyger Gym. Inside is a list of
the courses of study and the faculty. The faculty members at the time were; Linwood Crandall, Principal
and English teacher, Halvor Merrill, math and science teacher, Miss Ida Mae Hart, language and social
studies teacher, William Farwell, agriculture teacher, Miss Estelle Blanchard, home economics teacher,
and Byron Rawnsley, manual training teacher. School began September 12, and graduation was June 7.
PAINTING AT THE MUSEUM:
The community service group from Cumberland County Jail scraped, caulked, and painted the trim,
flagpole, and doors of the Cumberland Historical Society, which was a job long overdue. These men also
worked on the Cumberland Congregational Church, the Freeport Historical Society, a church in
Windham, and some other nonprofit buildings in Cumberland County. The rain delayed the timing of
the job for our building, but they returned and got the job done, and done well. They worked hard, they
were quick, and they cleaned up after themselves. It has made the building look really good again. Some
of the snacks provided for them may have helped spur them on. Thanks very much to them, and to the
Cumberland Fire Department for taking down the flagpole during one of their drills so that these men

could get that painted, too. The flagpole has returned to its proper place, thanks to Jason Copp. He had
to do a little repair because the pole is beginning to show some wear and weathering.
OCTOBER STUMPER:
What was the original name of the Gyger Gym going to be?

OCTOBER MEETING:
On Thursday, October 20th at 7:00 PM, the Cumberland Historical Society presents guest speaker Christel
Fiore, author of “A Child of War”, who presents a unique perspective of a German child growing up in
Nazi Germany during WWII. Refreshments will be served before and after the meeting. Annemarie
Dawson will do the honors of introducing her.
Don’t forget that dues are due. $10.00 per person for the year. November’s newsletter will feature the
last reminder for this year. Some newsletters will be sent by email. If you prefer to have it mailed USPS,
please notify Carolyn Small at 829-4423.
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NOVEMBER 2011 ~ barns, presented by Don Perkins
No program in December

